Stockport Metro League Cup – 2nd Round

Inter Cheadle vs High Lane (26th Jan 2008)

 

Team:- Ben (GK), Devlin, Tom F, Dylan, Tom H, Macca, Matt, Harry, Curt, Ryan & TJ

 

Subs:- Adam & Danny


Absent:- Sam

 

Man of the Match:- Tom F 
 

Final Score:- 5-1 (HT 2-1)  

 

Scorers:- Macca [image: image1.png]


, Ryan[image: image2.png]


, Harry[image: image3.png]


, Matt[image: image4.png]


, Curt[image: image5.png]



 

 

Match Report:-
 

I think that I speak for all the players and parents when I say that it was so good to get back to playing some football.  The weather had prevented High Lane from playing since well before Xmas whilst we had only played once.  It would be interesting to see how the lads played after such a long absence.

We switched venues to Bridgehall Estate as our home pitch is still suffering from surprisingly poor drainage.  The pitch we played on today was in terrific condition; albeit very narrow !!!

Kevin, High Lane’s manager, and I had been chatting every week praying the weather would improve. Kevin’s a great coach, approachable and with a great outlook on his team’s abilities. He is composed, courteous and friendly[image: image6.png]


.

High Lane’s players and parents are a credit to junior football.  There was no bickering, nor unpleasantness.  They appreciated the football played today and were truly the nicest group of players and supporters we’ve met this season[image: image7.png]


.  They’re almost a nice as our team and parents – hahaha !!  Thank you all (if you’re reading this !!).

 

1st Half
 

It was a worrying start for us as High Lane[image: image8.png]


 attacked fast and doggedly in the first 7 minutes, winning 3 corners and pressuring our defence on several occasions.  Andy and I were wondering how on earth our lads would cope and whether we would actually see the next round. 

Inter rallied well after some loud shouts from Andy and I combined, of course, with some positive encouragement.  Tom H began the Inter surge crossing well to Harry who had found space near the penalty spot only for a mis-hit shot to skid wide.  This was the attacking football we’ve come to anticipate[image: image9.png]


.

In the 8th minute a through ball by Matt to Tom H on the inside left position; a slight mis-control but presence of mind to knock the ball wider to an overlapping Macca.  The keeper caught flat-footed allowing Macca to slot the ball home. 1-0[image: image10.png]



Macca was again in position to fire home but just put the ball over the bar.  Ryan’s surge forward onto a long ball was unfortunately just toe-bunged narrowly past the left post.

Some well-crafted passing had High Lane on the back foot when TJ’s pass found Tom H wide left.  Tom’s cross was tantalising for the keeper, who was an absolute star[image: image11.png]


 today for High Lane.  He threw himself at the feet of Ryan and Curt who had sprinted to meet Tom’s cross.  You don’t often see a young keeper being so brave (more was yet to come [image: image12.png]


!!).  High Lane’s defence worked hard to keep us at bay and the high Lane forwards just didn’t manage to penetrate our defence.

15 mins and Tom H put a super long ball to TJ[image: image13.png]


 who had anticipated the move and was already on the break.  TJ dribbled well and crossed the ball to Ryan.  Curt had run off Ryan’s right shoulder, picked up the pass from Ryan and Curt’s shot ricocheted off the crossbar for Ryan to tap in the rebound.  2-0[image: image14.png]


.  You couldn’t have asked for a finer piece of quick movement, team football and clinical passing.  High Lane had valiantly chased back to support their defence but our speed just caught them out.

A couple of surges forward by High Lane stretched our midfield and put our back 3 under immense pressure.  Fortunately our defence managed to contain the danger and they seemed comfortable on the ball.  High Lane refused to give up and were rewarded in the 25th minute through persistent pressure.  They pressed into our box, a bit of scrappy kicking, a speculative flick-on by their midfield just inside the box.  Dev came across to try and head the ball clear but it cruelly hit the back of his head and the ball looped over our keeper. 2-1.  Poor Ben was caught out just as some Premiership keepers have !!  Not to worry boys – it happens sometimes.  Thankfully no-ones head went down and we picked up the pieces.  

We kicked off again with true determination and Tom H’s low cross was met by Curt who’s low shot just whistled left of the post.  High lane chased for the equaliser just before the break but Tom F[image: image15.png]


 managed to get a top quality tackle to deny any chance on goal.

2nd Half
 

Adam and Danny replaced TJ and Macca.

Within the 1st minute of the restart Tom H’s cross was well taken by the keeper[image: image16.png]


 – his composure and confidence to claim a high ball under pressure was awesome.

2 mins in and Danny[image: image17.png]


 passed a well-weighted ball to Tom H who dribbled inside the box.  Under pressure he managed to pass low to Harry who made certain he was going onto the score sheet. 3-1[image: image18.png]


.

Tom F must have taken a leaf out of Dylan’s book and pressed forward to pick a clearance just outside of the High Lane box.  His shot was worthy of a goal but again the keeper saved brilliantly.  From the resulting corner we experienced a bit of good fortune as Matt’s toe-poke bobbled through 3 defenders with the keeper unsighted. 4-1[image: image19.png]


.

Matt’s through ball to Curt on the right wing, Curt sprinted forward into the box and his shot just whistled over the bar.  Desperate to get onto the score sheet after narrowly missing on several occasions; Curt latched onto a Harry toe-bung to guide the ball in from 2 yards. 5-1[image: image20.png]


.

50 minutes and Harry and Ryan made way for TJ and Macca to finish the match off.  Tom F committed a foul in our area, High Lane were unfortunate not to convert. 

Curt finished the game with a brilliant shot that was destined to tuck into the top right hand corner but for a cat-like dive by the High Lane keeper who tipped the ball wide.  Amazing agility[image: image21.png]


 !!!

Dev, Dylan and Tom F worked really well at the back today – they looked composed and settled and did all the simple things well.

Our midfield worked tirelessly and our captain Matt was the backbone to all the attacking play.

Our forwards looked much sharper this morning and are destined to cause more trouble for opponents over the remaining matches. 

Another fine performance boys[image: image22.png]
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.  A quick thankyou to all the parents that helped to clear up after the match – it’s a big help.  Also the Michaela who was back after a prolonged illness.

Many thanks to all the supporters – INTER CHEADLE forever !!!!![image: image24.png]
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